
Dear All, 

 

I have received a few email notes about the 1510 King Street West application. There is a 

common misconception that needs clearing up.  The funding for 1510 King. St. West is from a 

federally-funded, Canada-wide program, the Residential Rehabilitation Assistance Program 

(RRAP). It has been in existence since 1973 to promote the repair, rehabilitation and 

preservation of affordable housing, for both home owners and landlords. Administered by the 

City, this funding includes stringent mortgage conditions including that rents be set below 

Toronto's average market rents in exchange for providing the loan with non-repayment 

provisions. 

 

I made this point several times during both formal and informal meetings with the opponents to 

the proposal.  

 

The Parkdale Pilot Project was created to bring existing buildings into compliance with City 

enforced building and fire codes. Council has endorsed this project, and this property is one of 

over 60 others in the Parkdale Community that has benefited from this process. Please read the 

attached staff report (see link) which indicates that the building does meet all of the 

requirements.    

 

http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2007/te/bgrd/backgroundfile-5193.pdf 

 

On a more philosophical note a few of those who wrote to me have taken issue with this type of 

housing generally. The argument suggests that the units are so small that they will attract only 

poor single people, and that we shouldn’t be providing more housing for them.  Three things are 

important to point out.  

 

First, it would be wrong to view my commitment to affordable housing exclusively through the 

lens of this one project. I have worked hard for a wide range of proposals in ward 14. At the 

December Council meeting I got a unique housing development approved that will create 

between 100 and 150 affordable home ownership units. Essentially this will help low income 

families that cannot raise a big down payment to own condo units. Just as everyone understands 

that a great City needs a range of market housing – bachelors, two bedroom apartments, 

multiplexes and single family homes, so too do we need a range of affordable housing types – 

without these types of units we do not have a full suite of tools.  

 

Second, evidence that we need these projects is easy to come by. Just last month I worked with 

residents and City enforcement agencies to close a barbaric and illegal housing site (see the link 

to my blog at www.gordperks.ca ). The tenants there were paying a fairly high rent to live in 

conditions that were unimaginably worse than what is proposed for 1510. To me it is obvious 

that the whole community benefits if those individuals move into properly licensed and inspected 

situation, particularly given that the building currently sits vacant. That the two locations are less 

than 10 minutes walking distance apart bears some consideration. 

 



Finally, the larger political context is very important. Canada is the only developed country I am 

aware of that lacks a national housing strategy. To refuse a permitted, licensed, and inspected 

building in this context would trouble me deeply. 

 

In closing, these conversations are complex and challenging. I thank you for your thoughts, and 

once again commit to being available for more discussion.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gord 


